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Temple. Generations ofJel's have bcen shcdding tears and

sighing ar the thought of the calamity.'

Morc than halfa centurv had passed since Isaac's imagina-

tion was stirred rvhen he heard this tragic story from thc

lips of his teacher, rhe pr)eric \isionar)', red-bearded re6i

of drc Jes ish scl tool .
Ismc's road from the ,(ii&r of Chrzanrln' to the lecturc

halls of C,rmbridge and Harvard, tt, the Berkcley crmpus

ofrebel l ing students *as very Lrng; i t  s 'as also sol i tary and

'The chi ldl tood shoss t l te man

As morning shols the daY'

s.rote i! ilton. It seems that Isalc obeyed iilihon's bc'ltest:

'Be fam<,us then
I lv sisdom; as thv cmpire must cxtend,

So ler cxtend thy mincl  o 'er al l  t l rc *rrdd. '

Loado4 Dtctnler ry67 Ianaru D.nr/ , t r

The

Tnr.nr is an old Talrnudic savins: 'A 
Jcs r l ro tras sinned

sri l l  rcmains a Jen. '  Nly orvn rhinkinq is,  ofcourse, bcyonrl
the idea of 's in '  or 'no sin ' ;  but tLis saving has brouelr t  ro
my mind a nrcnrorv from chi ldhood *tr ich nray not bc
irrelcvant to mv thenrc.

I remcmber that \\hcn as a chitd I rc.rd tltr Mi,lras/,, I
camc across a snrrv and a description ol a scenc x hich grip
ped nrv irrraginrtiur. [t \as rhc sror.r oi Rabbi i\leir, the
great saint and saee, rhc pi l lar oi  Nlosaic, ,nrrocrorv, ano
co-aurlror of rhc MisAnaI, s.ln ta,k lcsy,ns in rtrcologr
from a Icret ic,  El ;sha bcn Abivuh, cal lcd Ather (Ttrc
Stnnger).  Oncc on a Srbbath Rabbi c ir  n;rs sir t r  l r i ,
teaclrcr, and as usurl thev becarle enqagcd in a deep.rrgu_
rnent. Ihc l,eretic las ridinq a donkcv, and R:rLbi \lcir, .rs
lre c,)uld nor r ide on a Sabbattr ,  r . r lked bl  t r is snlc and
l istcncd v, inrert ly ro the rr  ords of s isdom l i l l ing i r( , rn his
hercr icr l  l ips rh;u he l i i led to not ice t t r :u l rc and ]r is rcachcr
had rcaclrcd rhe r i ru;r l  boundarv l . t r ;ctr  Jels s.erc nor
al loncd ro crosi  on a Sabbrth. The {rear }rcrer ic rurncd ro
his orthodox pupi l  and said: L, ,ok, \e hrvc re.rcler l  rhe
boundary +c Ir lusr parr no\;  vou musr rr tr  . rcconrpanJr

.  
I  f l ' . . r .  1 i  b  . t  

" , . t ,  , r  _ , 1 . - ,  r  _ l  ,  u ,  . ,  \ \ .  . , ,  ,
wor ld  J .$  J ,  Lu  ! '  $ ,  '  I  rL  ' ,  t r  , r t s
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me anv hrthcr go bacl l '  Rrbbi Nlcir  nent back t , ,  rhc

Jevi5h c(,1l i r )urr i r) ' ,  \h i le t l re Lcrct ic roclc on bcvoncl t l rc

boundarics,, t  Jc:tr t .
Thcrt  ras r :n, ,ugh in t l r is sccnc ro puzzle an i , r t l r rx l , rr

Jer ish c| i ld.  \ \ ' l l .  I  r r  ondercd. did l t rbbi  \ le ir .  t l t r t  lcrd

ins l iq lrr  i , l  ( , r thodo\r.  t rke his lc ' r 'ns t iom rhc |ert t ic i

\ \ ' h l d i d h c ' h , ' , r  I i m s o m u c h : r l l i c t i , , n i \ \  h l d r r l h c d e r c r t d

him rgainsr , , t l rcr rabbisl  I Iy l rcrrr ,  i r  see,ns, \ 'as \  i t l r  rhc

|erer ic.  \ \ '1r, ,  r . rs l re? He.rppcrred r, ,  be in Jcrrv and vct

our ol  i r .  I  Ie slrot  cd .r  cur ious respccr tor his pupi l  :  orth,  r

dorr ' .  r l , rn l ,e scnt hinr back r .  rhc Jcss rn t l t , :  l l , , lv

Srbbrr l , ;  l ;ur l ,e hirnsel i  disrtg.rrr l in ' r  crn,n and r i tur l ,  n ' ( le

beiorxl  t l r r  b, ,undarie ' .  \ \  hen I  rrs thir tcen. r , r  pcrhlps

Lounct,r .  I  bLqrn to nr ire r  pl : rv ab<,Lrt  Akher rnd l t r t l ; l ; i

l le i r . rnd I  rr i rd t<, f ind out m,,rc abour Akhers cl t r t r . tctcr '

\ \ 'hrL nr:rdc l r i , r  t ranscencl Judaism) \ \ ' . rs he a ( . i l , ,st ic l

\ \ ' . r ;  Ic rn .ul |cr, :nt  ofsome (,r l r f r  sch(,ol( i l  Greek , ,11l ' ,n lr t

plr iLr,rplrr  i  I  c, ,ulc l  nor i ind r l r t  . rrr 'n crs.  od did ror r l r rr-

age r, , , -rr  l r tv, ,nd thc t i rst  rct .

T l r c . l c r i ' l r  l , c r c t i c  , r h , ,  r r l , ' c c r r d r  J e s r v  b c l , , n * s  t , r . t

Jen inr rrul i r ion. You may. i i  v, t r  l ikc.  see ALLcr .rs !r  pn,

t o r v p c , , l  r l i , ) \ c  ! t r o r  r c r r , l L r r i o l r r i c s  ( , l  m o d t r i r  r h , ) L r q l i r :

Spinol.  l l r i rc.  \ l r^.  R,,srt  l -urcnrburg. Trrtskv. . rnd

F r c u d .  \ ' , , r r  n , r r .  i t  r o u  r i r h  r , , .  p h c c  d r c m  s i t l t i r t : t  J c t i J t
r r u d i r i , , n . ' l  l , c i  : r l l  n e n t  b c r , , n d  r l j .  h , u n d a r i c .  i , l  l c \ r \ .
Tlr tv .r l l  r , ,Lnd Jts rr  t r , , ,  nrrr , , r .  r ,  ur . rrchaic.  and t ,  u,  c, 'n

str icr ins. l  l rc) . i l l  l<,oked i , , r  ide,r l ' . rnd l i r l i lhrcrLt b. :v 'nd

i t ,  and r l rcy rcprcscnr thc sunr rrxl  sul ;strncc ol  nruch t l r r t  i ;

srcrL.rr  in fr , , ( lcm thouqlr ,  t l rc srrrrr  arrd "rbstrnce " l  
t l re

nrosrpr l ,und uplrcrr  alst lur h,rrct ;rLcn place in plr iLrvrpl t i .

soci . l . ,qv. s, ,rr , ,nr ics. lnd p,, l i r ic.  i l  I  l r t  hst t l t rcr.enrur l( ' \ '

I ) id thcv hlc anvLhinq in co, lnl , )rr  l  i rh onc anodrcr i
l larr :  thev pcr lnps inrpressed nrankind s r l rouglr t  so qfc. l l !
bccausc or ' t l ) . i f  \pccirr l  Jc\ i r l r  qcrr iu-)  Id, ,  nL,t  bel ierc i rr
thc crclu ' i rc qfniu, { ,1 l r \  race. \ 'cr  I  rhink that in s, ,nrc
$ ! \ j  r l , e \  \ c r c \ e r \  J c \ ; r h  i n d e t d .  I l r e v  l ) r d  i n  t l r e r r r . c h , , '
s,)merhins , , t  rhc <lLr inres;encc'  , , l  Jd\ i ' l r  l i t i .  ind ( , i  r l ) .

. lenish intr : l lccr.  
' l l r r ,v , , ,cre o 7,ralr i  crcL,pr ionr l  in t lnt  . r .

lcss rhcv drt , l l  , )n r l rc l )( , rdcr l inc\ { , i  v l r i { ,Lrs ci ! i l iz io,r \ .
nl i { ions, and n;r t ior. , l  culrure..  Tl ,cv r  t rc b, ' r rr  rrdbrouqlrr
up on r l ,e b,rrr lcr l in is oivrr ious cpochs. l  l rc ir  mind mrrurtr l
r  l ,ere drc nrrsr dir  enc cuIur i l  in l luo,c. \  cnAsfd xnd t i  r ( i l -
i z c d  c r c h  o r l r r r . . l  l , c r  l i r c d  r r r  r l I  n r . r | r i n r , r r  i n  r l , e  n , " , 1 ,
rnd crrnrr i i ;  r , i  r ) ,c ir  r t rprcr i rr  nrr i , rn ' .  l - . rch,) i  rhrnr \r ,
i n  s o c i e l . ,  r i ( l  l t r  r r l r  i n  i t .  o i  i r  a n d  v c r  l , , r , ) i  i r .  I r  \ r .  r l r i \
thrt  c irblcd r l )urr  r , )  r ; f  in r l r , ,uqlrr  . rL,rr  r l rc ir  soci !r i . r .
rboic t l te ir  nut iols. .r l l , r t  r l r r- ' i r  r i r rcs rrdt]rnerur i( ,ns. r i r l
t o  s t i l : e  o L r r  n r o , r . r l h  i n r o  l i d c  n c r r  l r , , r i z , , n s  r n d  r , r r  i , , r  ,

h  l : r ' .  I  r l , i r r l , . , r n  E n q l i r h  l ) n , r e ' r . r n r  b ' , r s r r p l , f r , i l
Spinoz.r  *  h, ,  , r id r  l r . r t  ,  rnl i  r  Jd\ ( ,ul(1 l , r  \  e c.rrr i t 'd our r l rrr
uphc' .n.r l  in r l (  phi l ,D,)ph\ , , i  l ) is rqe rh.rr  Spinozr c. ' r r icd
, r t  . r J e , \  n l r , \ \ . N , , r , t l r o u n d l ; r ' r l , c t L r q n r r : o t r h c ( . l r L i s
t i . rn CLurches. ( l .Lr l rol ic xnd Prorcsr iur l .  ro.  by rLr)sc,) l  r l r r
t i i rh in l l , ic l r  l r . ,  l , rd bcen b,,nr.1 \Lir l rcr I )csc.rrr is r , , r
L c i b n i r z  c , r l d  t l i . L , r l r t n r : c l r c ;  r , ,  r h c , . r f , i  c r r r n r  r i , , , , ,  r l , e
sh:rcklc;  , , r  r l ) .  , , , (die\  r l  ;c|oh'r ic:r l  r rr , l i r i , ,n i rr  pl , i l , , " ,pl , r .

I  I r  , - . ,  - l r  L ,  , i  . n | . t r r i . L r .  r t { r l | n !  r r , , r n  r l  ! r ,  ,  , f r . r . l ( l  f i l L r , r , l
! n  ( 1 t r , - r L . r r |  , . , , , l l  i l  , l , ! G , , 1  ( i r i , r , r r  n r  ' . , r .  \ , , r n (  i n , ,  !  I  I
! , n f u . r n t r l , , r , , , , , ! , t r t r . f r l , f l . r r ' ! n | . .  r  r r , l , r . n r r r , r  l l ,
. . f v ( t u d i r , , , 1  ' l i .  r i  \ t \ r n f . !  i ,  r l . |  (  l r  { . r L  \
r ! t r L d  u r . r n , n r L (  r , ,  l ! , r ' ! . r . ,  N l r r , , r . , t r '  \  . . .  I  l  r l r ) l d ( n . n n l , t r , \ ,
L i c i t . ' l  r l r i n l , r  . .  r  .  \  J i , ! y . ' .  r l i ,  , L  , ! l  l i , r ,  i r ,  r l k " n , , ! . . '  , ,
i u l r . ! , : r , , r  \  . l  r i , , , ! , . . r l ( i  f  , r ,  r j , ,  i \ , \ r . . 1 . r l . n j , . l l , . '
L / , i f r . - . . , , , . J ,  . , , r  \ , i , r ' , . l f r f . ( l u . r  i l , .  \  \ \ , 1 j .
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Spinoza was brought up under the inlluences of Spain,

Holland, Germanv, England, and the Laly of the Renais-

sance al l  drc trends ofhuman thought that nere at r l<rrk at

tlut time shaped |is mind. tlis nrtn'e llolland trs in the

drroes of bourgcois revolution. His anccsrors, beftrrc they

canlc to the Nctlrerlands, |.rd been Spanish-Ponuguese

,l/araanr, crvpr,rJes s, at hcan Jess, oursardlv Clrristian'

as !!,crc many Spanish Jervs on slrom the Inquisition had

forced thc brptisrr. After thc Spinozas h:rd come to the

Netherl : rnds, rhcy disclosed rhemsclves as Je*s; but,  oi

coursc, neidrer thcv nor thcir  c lose dcscendrnts \ \erc stran

gcrs to the intcl lcctual c l imarc of Christhnity.
Spin.,za hilrtscli, n'hcn Lc started (,ur xs indcPcndent

thinker and as ini t iator () l  nn)dern crnicism of thc B;ble'

seizcd at oncc the cardinr l  contradictn,tr  in Judrisnt,  dre

c()nrrrdicr ion bct iveen thc nronotheisr ic rnd u i \crsr l  God

arrd lhe sett inq in n'hich r l rat  God rppcars in thc Jewisl t
rel iq ion-as r  ( i ,d attachcd ro onc peoplc only;  th. 'conlra-

cl icr ion berncen thc unircrsr l  God and his 'chosen peoplc"

\ \e knon nhLrt  rhc real izrrn,n ofthis contradict ion brought

upon Spinoz.r:  banishmenr l i ,m the lcsish comnunitv rnd

crc.rrnrunic.rrn,n. He lrrd t , ,  t ig lr t  against dre Jes;nr clergl

which, i tsel l  rccendv a r icr im oi  t l rc Inquisir i (nr,  becrme

iniectcd with t l ,c spir i t  { r t  ihc Inquir i t i , rn.  Thcn lrc had tcr

lace the hostilirv of r|e (l.rtholic clerey and Calvirtistic

pr icsrs. Hi '  sh,, lc l i l 'c  l : rs.r  srrugqlc rr)  overc( 'me Ihe

l imit . r t ions ( , t  rhc rel igioh rnd cul lurcs oi  l l is r in l t '

Arnrng Jcws of grear intel lect cxposcd to the contrrLdlc-

r i . rr  oi  i . t r ious rcl ie;ons and culturcs some serc so pul led

in r .rr ious d;r tcr ions bv c{)rrrradick)rv rnf luenccs and Prei-
surcs that r l rcv could not thd spir i tu:r l  balance, and broke

cl, , l  n.  One , , i  t l ' " r .  ' " , .  Ur ic l  Acosrl ,  Spinoza's ckler and

Tk no4t1,;sA Je", z9

torerunner. Ifany rimcs hc rclxllcd against Judaism; rnd
many times he recanted. Thc rabbis exconnrunicated him
repearcdlv; he repcatedlv prostrated hinrsclf before rlrcnr
on t|c llrrcr of thc Amsterdam S.rrraeoeuc. Unlike Acosta,
Spinoza had rhe {rcar intcl lcctual happiness ofbcine ablc ro
harmonizc the condict ing inHucnces and ro create out of
dren a hieher out|xrk on rhe sor ld and rn inreqrarcd
phi losophl. .

In.r lmost every generar ion, l . |enevcr rhc Jet ish intcl-
lecrual,  placed at r l rc concatcnarion ol  r ; rr ious cul tures,
struqgles r l ' i rh h;nrscl i  and iv irh the problcnrs of his r imc,
ne l ind s(nneonc \  1, , , ,  I ike Uric l  Acosta, breaks don n undcr
thc burr lcn, rnd sonrc<,ne l . l ro,  I ike Spinoza, makcs of rhat
burdcn rhc sines ol  his srearnc'ss. Heine las rrr  a sense rhc
Uriel  Acosta of a l r tcr aee. His rclat ion to \ l . r rr ,  Spinoza s
intel lectual qrandvr, ,  is cdnlparable r i ,  Ur iel  Acost. is
relat ion to Spinozr.

Hcinc sas torn l :crseen ( l l r r ist iani tv,rnd Jevrv,:rnd
betnccn Francernd Genranr ' .  In l , isnarnc I thineland thcre
clashcd dre inf lucnccs of rhc frcnch Revolur ion and ol  t t rc
Napolconic Empirc r . i th t l r<,sc , , f  rhc <nd Holv l tonun
Empire <,f tLe Gcrn,an Kaiscrs. l lc eren up sir I in t |e or l , i r
of  c lassical  Gernrrn phi lcxr l1nrr ud r i r l , in r l rc orbir  , , i
Frenclr  l lcpubl icanisnr;  and Lc sarr K;rnr as .r  Robcspicrrc
and l i ic l rrc as a Napolcon in t l ,c rc.r lnr of  r l ,c spir i t ;  . rnd so
he dcscr ibcs t l ren in one ofrhc nrosr pnt i )u,(  Jno nr)\rnq
passaees of Zar CLa.litAte dtr |i.li!.!ior ant Plitnoptti, it
Deutsclluxd. In Iis l.uer vc:rr. lre camr: in conilcr rrirlr
French rnd cermlr v)cial isnr rn<l cornmunism; and hc rrct
Nlarx l  i rh rhat apprehcrrsi \  c : ,d 'r i rJt i ( )n rnd slmparhv s i r l r
rthich Acost.r hrcl nret Spinozr.

Murx l ikenise urcs up in rhe Rhincl .urd. His p.rrcnrs
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har ine ceaseclro bc Jcss'  hecl id nor strugelt ' l i r I  rhc Jcsi ;h

i ' . .u" ' i .  ^ H. '*  aut.  Al l  rhc'more inrcnsc s 'r !  | ;  ( 'PPosi-

tnrn rc thcsoci.r l  and spir i rur l  backs ardnes'  i ' fc i )rrrLnrP()rrrv

Germ.rnv. An exi le rn 'rst  ' r f  his l i le,  his thoLrglr t  rvrs st trpeo

X C., ;"n phi l rsrptrv '  Frcnch soci :r l isnr '  rnd Engi is l t

' i , l ' ,J .-."rnt. r""" "Ll '" '  
'"nte'"p"'u'v n'irrd dicl suclt

ilire.se inlluence' nrccr *r Iiuittuliv Nl'rrr rcsc rbtne t"cr

" " , '  
u t  ' f . ' " 1 ' . .  I r ' ' n r '  '  i ' r i ' r r '  r t J  I l t l i  l '  1 ' L t ; ' ' l

. . . , ' ,  1 , ' , . , '  . ' , '  '  ' ' r - '  ' l ' " ' s r ' L ' c ' r  i r  ' r c h  ' r r t ' * r r t r ' l

. rnd tr . rn:ccnded r l lc l in l i r i l l i rms ol  ead' '

T()  contc ncrrer nr rrur r inre, drere l  ere Ri ' i r  Lurcnrburs'

Tr"sru, 
"nd 

Frcucl.  erch i ' f  t l rorn nas i i r rntd rnr id l t is-

; ; ' : . ; ;J." ' , ' . .  I r , ,s.r  Luxemburg is a Lrnir lLtc brcnd rrr '

the Ccrman, P0l ish, ' r rrr l  l l lLssian clrrra 'r ' rs 
"nd 

ot r l rc

l"*  lJr , . .n*-,"^ '  '  r i . tstv sas t |e pupi l  olr  Lur lrcrut

ii;'.;-C;- sv.*,-ium irr cosroporiur odess:r "n 
trtc

i.*t. .r,,," G,""1 Onl"'du- EmPirc (' i  rLc'fsrrs;-and

Fre.rd's mi ' rr l  rnrrured in \ . ienn'r  in e'rr t inf ie ' rrc ' r I  rr(nn

i , . " ; ' , ;  r r , '+ i ' ,  I  I r '< ( ' r r  " r ' ( ' r " r rJ r ' r "  i t r r '

i i ,u :0" ' * . ,0 '  ; :  \ ' r  r  r r . '  ' r ' '  r r "  r '  r '  r r  "  r '  r r '  t r '<

. "*  - ' rair ' , , ' rs in s| ic l r  rhey l ived and r.rked dkl  not

, , f i^ , f* .  l r  rcc'rrc i ic t l rcmsel ies to ider i  \ l ) ic l r  \cre

, ' r , t . -Jf"  * ."1 'o" '" ' t "  l in i ted and irrduccd t l rcnr to str ive

iirr a unirersal ll LIutsthauutg'

: r o i n ' z , - t r r ' r .  \ ' r '  r r " l "  ' ' r ' < J ' ' ' J  r t l  r " ' l ' u  <

. , t  i : . ; ,  
" , " " , r  

l . r r , : '  ' u  '  r '  r r r '  L '  I  r ' '  r "  f ' r ' -  r  t l -

1 ,  ' ,  '  '  1 ,  , , 1  1 , ' ' ,  ' ,  t .  " r t ( d  s  r r l r  r r r r u r ! '  |  '  ' l  I ' i  p  ' t r t '
' , , ' " O , - . ' ' r i l '  

. l ' l i "  
" ' ' r r r \ ' \ ' 1  

i r r ' r s ' '  \ l ' '  ' ' "  C " 1

i l ; ' i : .  
"" ,"  

*r l l  Jcsislr '  ercept t lar l i *  srs Jcsisl

' , , ' , " , i , .u*,  - . ' tcf  
" ' ' i ts 

l ' rgic: i  cr-rnclu' i ' rn rnd thc Jc* ish

, ,  ' , . . i i  * '  , r  r '  r r ' . , rJ : ' r I
r - r ' , r ' r J , r l  ,  t " ( l  r ( r - J  I  '  L  J P r  I  r "

Th. MD-J\ kA J.1' l r
I le ine trcsdcd si t l r  Jt 'n rv al l  h is l i l i ;  h is.ut i tude to

sards i r  vrs characrer isr ical l r-anrbiralenr,  tul l  rn Irc-hare
orhate- lole.  He sas in this respecr int-er ior to Spinoza, sho,
cxcornmunicatccl hv thc Jexr, did not beconrc :r Chri:tian.
t lc inc did not Lavc Spinoza s strensrh ol  rnind !nd cl ,arac-
ter;  and he l i rccl  in .r  socictv which clcn in rhc l i rsr dccades
of the ninetccnrlr  ccrrufv rrrs sr i l l  nrorc backlard rhan
Dutch s<,cietv l rrd hcn irr  rhc sc'r t 'ntcenrlr .  Ar t i rsr 1rc pirrrcd
his lu,pes on r l rr t  pscudr-cm:rnciparion ol  lLss, rhc idcal
\ l , ic l ,  ] l ( ,ses \ lendcly,hn h.rd sprs.ed in r l ,c r l r t i : :  be
a Jen insnle r , ,ur l r , ,nre l ,d .r  rr . rn our, ide. 

' l ' l r t  
r i , r r id irv

,r fdrat Cenrrn Jf \ i lh idc.r l  *rs oir  piece nirh rhc paltry
l ibcral ism oi  the qerrr i lc ( lennrn bour{re,, i ' i r :  r l rc Gennrn
Libcral  $as i ' i rec nrrr ' insidt 'h is l ,ome rnd .rn u/ l , rrr , ,sr.r
rcr Uattnant (  r1rc rrrrxt  l i i r l , i i l  suhjccr ' )  (nr5idc. ' f l , is

could not sat is lv I Ieinc l i , r  L,n!r .  He rbrnd,, ,rd . , ( \ rv rnd
surrendered to ( l l , r i ' t i . r rr i r r .  Ar l ,ern l ,e r .rs ncr tr  rcc<,nci led
to the abrndonnrert  .urd r l rc conicrsion. l i i '  reiccr ion , , i

Jes is ir  onlr tx l , , rr '  rurr .  rhnuqlr  r l rc \  l , , , le , , r 'h i ,  $, ,r1.  I I i i
D o n  I s a a c  * n s  r , ,  r l r t  l l . r l ; b i  i , , n  B r c l , r r c h :  I c , , r r l d n , , r b e
one oivou. I  l ikr  l rLrr  cool inq $uch berrcr r l r i r rr  I  l i lc r , ,ur
r e l i e i o n .  N o ,  I  c , , L r l d , r ) t  b c , m e  o f \ r , u ;  r n d  I ' L r ' 1 , e c t  r l r a r
er cn at r i re be' t  , , i  r inrc ' .  urrdcL t l re rule ,r l  your Kinq I) .n id,
' r .  t l .  h e .  '  r '  r , r  r i , r '  .  | . L .  u l J  . n  r r r  , . r s . r ,  r r . , r r r  .  , u
and qr)ne r, ,  r l ,c tenrples r ,1 , \ssvr i . r  rnd Ihbr L,rr  r  l r ic l r  r  crr
i i l l  of  lor e and r l , r  j , ,v,) l  l i l . .  \ 'cr ,  i r  \  r ,  r  r i . r \  . rrr<i  rcsenr-
iul  Je\ s, l ro l t t<l-  i t  .1, t  EJon. rr . ,Lt ' :  l , ,s,h, f t i  , /u
n 6. a dj.i h r i !:. r,\. l) n. I i.'

\ larx,  abi ,Lrr
problem rr,hich r , ,nnerrred I Ic inc. Onlv once di i l  l rc con,e to
gr ips r idr i t ,  i r r  l r i ,  vout l , i l l  and lrnr i ,Lrs Zu./ , ,Jo| | ,q! .
This ras his rrnrcsr,ned rcjectnn of lcwrv. , \ t r , , l , ,q isrs of



rre on-Jet'ishJev rhe non-Jeush Je.N j )

Ies nrr or r l 'od,ry rnd Jcr i ' l r  nanon: l i 'm I  r t  e Lec"u'e of i

i i " t"" , t ' ,  
" '* l .a 

M.rn a- rn rnr i-Semire Y'r '  t  t l r in\

,fr^, U"i- 
""*. 

,f" 
"erlr 

heart ofthe natter when he said

ihut le*'y h"d survived 
'not in spite of history but in

history and tlrrough history', that it orved its survival to the

,li,tinctive rolethrt dre Jeivs had played asagents ol amoncy

economy in cnvironments rvhich lived in a naturai ccononiy;

,frr, l"a'"i.rrr *"t *.".tially a theoretical epirome of market

,"i.ti*l,to. al'a A* f"ith of the mcrchant; and drat Chris-

' i "  g " " ' r " , : ' '  i r  c r e r e l '  p e d  f - " r  f ' u d ' [  r  r ^  L ' P i r ' l i  r r r '

h . - - .  l . ' . : l ' ' " , ' " " '  \ L r r " s  (  l u i ' r  r ' r ' ' "  r r ' ' r i z i t r c
' t " " :  

' r ' " r . , ' r  l r r c r r c r l  (  l  r i '  : r ' r '  '  r d '  r " e r c f o r e  r l  ̂

1 . . - . , i , t .  i . , , * - , .  , 1 , r i  : r n  r .  ,  l ( s  . 5 , , ' . c ' (  r r ^ J r e d

I,d"i,n'' u' tl'" ieligi"'s relicction of rhe bourgeois vav oi

i '  'uet , ,  ' "  . , '  L '  urc.^ i '  Eurnuc r '  brc".r . rrre r . ' r r i l ' t "d

, "  f  , 1 , . .  u ' '  ' 1 . , r  s . r '  n " r  '  h c  ' q u r r '  v  " f  J " "  r I d  C '  r r t i l

, .  ,  : f , . i , . '  . r p i r , l n r  " ' r e  v  b u r  r r r e  ' r r r - n ' ' p r r i "  ' f

i .": ' ' .a ' ' ,  '  ;"" ,r ' t" rr ' - r l ' |^ o' u-ce"i ' srv "t l i 'r '  ur'

I  r . . , '  o  " ' * ,  r ' .h  ' r  ' : '  -  n res  ' r r  o le r - l J rJd '  \ r (J l

Y  ' , r n c  H e e e l i " n  i , l i '  I n r r c  ' m r r  c i l J I r ' 1 u l ' " " e t t  l r " m

l e * r r . H i ' ' d c ' s -  r ' u n r \ ' r ' - l  r ' \ D i n ' ' / J  ' v e r  J d  J  c e ' l

i. ,u". Ot *. t.a*a ve'rrs-it l'as the idea of socialisrn

rnd of t|e classless and siatcl€ss socrely

Arrons l!'larx! manv disciples and followers hardlv any

",.*. 
'.ioo', and tcmPerament, as close to him as Rosa

i"x".U,! ancl Leon Trotskv Theif afiiniiv {ith him

i,."" i,'.ft nr thcn dialecrically dramatic vision of lhe

ntrld and of its class struggles, and in thar exccptional

.."i,.a .f A-"gf", passkrn' and nnagin'Ibn rvhich gives

' "  i "  '  r  "s , - * "  
, ' i  - 'v ' '  

"  
p" ' " " ' : r r i rv '  d ' r r ' i r r  '  : r r 'd

. ' , t  
" . . - .  

1 1 " " , ' J  S  ' , *  r r c r  o r " L ' b l 1  ' < ' e  ' l u J l :  r e  ' i '

tt.a 
"'f'* 

he spokc of Nl;rrx's 
'pcculiarly 

lcn';sh literar'v

gifrs'.) Like Marx, Rosa Luxenburg and Trotsky strove,
togedrer rvith their non-Jewish comrades, for rhe univenal,
as against dre part;cularist, and fbr thc internationalist, as
aga;nst the nationalist, solutions to the problems of their
time. Rosa Luxemburg sought to transcend the contradic-
tion bel\\'een German rcformist socialism and Russian
revolurionary Marxism. She soughr ro injecr into Gcrman
socialism somc$ing of the Russian and Polish revolu-
rionary llaz and idealisrn, something of drat 'rcvolutionary

romanticism' vhich so great a realist as Lcnin unabashingly
ertolled; and occasionalll, she tricd to transplant dre
Western European democratic spirit and tradition into rhe
socirlist undereround movcmcnts of Eastem Europe. She
failed in her main purposc and prid s'ith |er life. But it *as
not onlv she nlro paid. In hcr assassination Ho|enzollern
Germany celebrared its last triumph and Nazi Germanv
its 6rst.

Trotski,, the author ofpcrmanent revolution, Lad before
hirn the rision of a g1oba1 uphcaral transforming manknrd.
The leader, toeerher wirh Lenin, of dre Russian revolurion
and t|e lbunder of the Red Arm1., he came in conflict s ith
the Srate he had helped to create s'hen drar State and irs
leaders put up rhe banner ofSoci:rlisn in One Country. Not
lor him nas the l in i tat ion ol  the \ ;s ion oisocial ism to rhe
bound:r ies of onc country.

Al l  these great roolut ionaries sereextrernely rulnerable.
The1, n,cre, as Jcws, rootless, in a sense; bur rhey rere so
only in somc respecrs, I i r r  dre1.Lad the deepest roots in
intel lcctual t rrdi t ion and in t |e noblest aspirat ions of their
times. Yet vhenerer religious intolcrance or nationalist
e n o r i u n  s - .  o -  '  . "  J . - r d , f r .  "  , . n c r ,  d ' r n r r ' .  r r - , " -
mindedness and lanaticisrn triumphed, drey l.ere dre first
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\ l 'o5c df\ i . r> and cr.Nin,r j .  scruplci  : rnd inhibir i , r Is,
ant ier ic i  i rnd predicxrnrnt\  . rre e$cn1i. , l ,v
' n J r c r  |  ,  \ l J r  . . . ( .  r i . r 1 i , . , , .  , r  , , , r  , r .  t r , .  h " l  , r , r . .  I . r . , r , ,
t Ie ir  r icrpoinr r l re N.rz;s wc'rc r i ' lhr shi ,n r tr*  c, ,upted
Freud' '  r r .unc r i th t | . rr  , , t  \hrr . . rnd bunrod rtr t  brnk; oi
both.

Al l  r l rcsc r l , inkcn rnd rciolur iorrar ics h.rre l rud ccrt .r in
phiL,rrphicr l  pr i lc iples in connr,rr . , \ t r l roueh their  plr i l , ,
sopl, i r i  \ ! r \ . , ,1 cl ,u6(.  t l . ,nr cenrurr r , , . r , , rur\  rno rhnl
qenerrr l , )n r1) gener; ' l |or) .  rhe\ '  ure rJl .  t ronr Spinoz.r ro
Freud. r [ , rcrnr inist .r ,  t l ro r ] l  hrnd r l , i l  r l ,e unr!cr5c r ,  nrtcd
bv l ; rns i rr l rcrcnr in iL and qoienred t :r .Gtrt?6:Jtr t . iut .
Thev do ,ror 'ce rer l i r i  ,s.r  lurnble oirccir lcns or l r isr , , rv rs
an asscrnbl.r , re oi  c:rpr iccs rnd r hinr,  r , r  rulers.  I  t t , r t  i ,
nothirrq i , , rruir , )us_ l . )  I : rcLrd rel ls u: .  in our drerms, l i r  ics.
o r  e \ . r r  i n , , u r  s l i p s , , l  r h c  t , , n s u c .  f t , c  l . r x s  o i d s c t , p _
ment,  f r)rs l i r  s.rvs, fc l i rcr ' rhe st l rcs r l rrouelr  accidcnts;
and in sr\ i , )q r l , is l re is \crr  c l ,se to Spinoz:r.

Ther .rrc.r l l  dert ' r rnini . rs Lccruje h.rr inq \rrcr,c(r  Inrnv
. r . r i r , . r r r , l  r u J r . l  , . r r . r  . . r r , , . r  t i r , .  . , ,  ,  t . . . , . . t , , . , " . , . r . .
t l rey qrL'sp t l )c basic r !uul l r i r ies oi  i i l i .  I 'hcir  nr:rrrrrcr oi
thinki , ,q is di l lecr icr l .  bcc.ruse, l iv i rrq on borier l incs ol
nal i ( l r \  ! r )d rel iq ion,,  r l rcr scc socicrr  in a srrrc ot dur.
The.,  concci ie re:r l i r i  as bcinq dv,rrJrr ic,  n. ,r  5r. , r ic.  f l r { ,s€

" l r o  : ' n  . l r -  -  i r l i , ,  , , , 1
rel ignrn, rcnd ro inr:ruinc Ll) .rr  thcir  rav ol  l i t i  and t l r r i r
\av . t  r l r )uql , i  I  e rbsotute and uncl,anqc:rLt( ,  r . r l id i t |
and t l rat  r l l  r lut  conrr.rr l ict :  their  snndrr<ls is somclror .un-

narur.r l  ,  inr 'cr ior,  r , r  oi l .  Tlrose, on r l ,e other l , rnd, s lro
l ivc on LlrL b,rrdc'r . l incs,, l  \ r r iou! c i \ i l iz l rr i , )ns c(,nlp(, t ,c ld
morc ch,. ' r lv rhc qre; l  n,) !cmerr and r l rc qreat crrrrr i rdic-
tormcss ,) l  r )Jrufe rnd \()c icrv.

vict ims. They \ \ 'ere cxcommunicared bv Jesislr  rabbis;

thcv rvere pcrsecuted by Clrr ist ian pr iests;  thcy rere

fru,lt"a au*n bv tl," q"nclarmes ofabsolute rulers and bv dre

"ut l . ,ur. ;1,"7 
*t ie hated bv pscudo-democrat ic phi l is

,i,r"rt 
"*iA*' 

**" 
"*pcllecl 

by t|cir olr Prrtics Nerrh

r1l  oi  rhcm rcrc cxi led f ;on thcir  counrr ics; rnd t l re

s , i r i r j '  " l  r l l  " , r c  
l ' u r r e d  r r  r ' ^  ' r r l '

r r , ' r l ( r .  S o i n  ' z r ' r r , n r c  c J u l d  '  ' r  b r  r r r c r r " ' n " l  t  ' r  " t ' r

.  - , . ' u , '  , " *  t . '  , l c , r '  n l I ' r h r i  z ' s  '  '  r r ' r r r d ' b r r r l

r , ,  Solni ,za r , .  s, ,  much of his r l l ru-qht,  dr l  n( ' t  drre I(J

' " " " , '  ,  ' ; '  f . , ' ' r '  r  r r r l  u l i '  r  ' ' n ' r r h '  r r ;  l l u * r ' '  t " d r t '

T l r t  r ' , '  ,  o i  \ 1 , - r ,  I l , : r ' .  F r . u r i .  r - d  l { ' ^ '  L r r \ e r n b u ' r '

r , t . "  l , , .b idden in ()cnranl qr-r i te rccent lr"  Inr i  t l rc irs is r t rc

uft inratc r icror l .  \ l i t r  I  ccnturv during slr ic l t  Spinoza's

nrmc s.s corcre<l s i th obl i tn ' t r '  t l )cv pu! uP

to hirn and ackrr,rs lcclgcd hir,- rs the sreir'sr tlucliGer oi

, f ' "  f ,ul""r . i* f  l l " rdcr o 'rcc sai<l  about ( i ' r ' r l rc: ' I  I ish

G,rcr l re rcad strnc L.rr in boots ' rpart  i ion Spin ota; EtAis '

G,,crIe r  as indccr l  stc 'eped in Spinoza s rhouglrr ;  ' rnd I{einc

r i thr lv clescr ibts l , i ,n a'  'Spin"z'r  I  ho ha'  rhnrr n ot l  t l t i '

c l , , , rk, ,r '  h is qe,,nrcnical-nar|cmaricr l  formrr lar:  artc l  stands

brl i , rc us .rs a l rr icr l  poer" I le ine himsel l  hrs tr iuuplted

or cr I  l i t ler and i i rcbbeis- 
' l  

l rc "r l rcr 
rer olur i"nx' i t 's r) i  rh;

l ine * i l l  r l :o surr i r  c ancl  scxrncr "r  
l r ter t r iunrph over th 'r ;c

nlro haic woLkcd hard to el l i rce i l rc ir  menrorv'

h is rcrv obri , rus thy Frcud h|rnes r"  r l l  same irrrel

lectu.r l  l ine. In I is l t rc| ings. r l rareier t l r t i r  nrer i ts ancl

demcri t : .  he trrnscends r l r t  l inr iurnrns oi  r ' r r l ier psrchr '

l , ,q ic.r l  schools. ' f l re 'n.rn *tr t 'nr l r t  LrnrLvsr:s is rr"r  a Gernian'

or-.rn l lngl is lrrra, , ,  a Ru"i ' "" ' '  
"  l " )  

l r t  is rhc unne*r l

, . r"" ;"  
" f i 'o '"  

4,"  * l ' . lsci ' rLs rnd rbe crrrsei ' iu i  srrugqlcr

thc nr.rn sho is prrt  ot  nerrrrc ' rnt l  part  ol  soci trr ' '  r l te marr
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All thcse thirrkers agrct' on rhe relativitv of rnoral

standards. None of rhem bclieres in absolute qood or

absolute er i l .  Thev al l  observed communit ies adltcr ing to

difcrent moral stand:rrrls rnd dillerent ethical r':rlucs \\ ltat

las eood to t l re Rorlan Crt |ol ic Inquisi tbn undcr ( 'h ich

. r , r r ' '  r ,  .  r r u n . l r " ' " n ' '  l r J ' l  l i \ ' J ' ! ^ ' \ i r  r " r r  (  J ( $ ' :  r r r J

* ' t . , '  * , '  
- q " " a  

' "  r l r .  r : L b i ' ' r x l  l e s r ' ' r e l d c r ' " i A l r r ' r c r

cl lnr sas e. i l  to SPin{rzx l r in lsel f '  Heine and Nlrrx erpcr i

cncccl  in rheir  Youth thc trcmendous clash bersecn the

nr, ,ralnv of ,1, ;  F," ' .h rerolut ion and r l rrr  ol  icudal

Cermanv.
Nearlv ai l  these thinkcts |aic vet anoiher grerr pl"k ' -

soo| ical  idea in conrm(n the idea drar kn' lv ledgc ur bc

. ' ,1 must be.rct ivc. This inciclent: l ly has:r  bearing on t l reir

v icNs on ethics, I i r r  i f  hrrol lcdge is inseprrrblc l ront

r ict i t ln or P'ar; ,  l | ic l r  is by i ts nature rclar i rc 'and scl f--

cr)nrr.rdictur!', ihen morrlitl'. r|e knos ledec ois hrr is lood

and shat is evi l .  is rNr inscprrable f iom P'dr;  r ld is alv '

relat i re and selt-conrracl icr ' r rr '  f t  sas Spinon Iho said t l t r t
' ( )  bc is to do.tnd to kno$ is to do'  l t  srs only "rrc 

step

tionr rhis to trl.rrx's savinq rhat hitherto the Phil(rs{'Phcrs

havc intcrpreted tlre rvorlcl; hcncefbrth t|e r:rsk is to ch rnge

it ' .
I i n r r l \ . J l l  r l  . . c , , r ' r ' .  l r ' ' r r r  \ p i n o r r  r n  F r t u ' l  l ' c l i ' r r d i n

L l . c u h r n . r ( ' u l i J J r i r \ ' I r r ' ' r ' : r l d r l  r  c r ' r n r l  l r t r r  r l  t l "  i r

atriiudes to\ards Jc\\ rv. \\'e rre non lcnking brck orl rhese

bel i$ers in l runranit l  throug| thc blood- '-  l i rq r) t  r)ur t imes.

Vc are looking blck at the throueh the snn)kt ( ' i  r l rc g; 's

cl ,amben, rhe sm,,kt  *  l r ich no s ind can disperse l ion our

sielr t .  These'non-Jcrr ish Jcss'  lcre esscnt ial lv rpt imists;

,r'id thcir optirrisr rerchcd lLeiglrts n'hiclt it is nr)t casv to

asccnd in our r imcs 
' fhev dkl  noi  imaeinc rhxr i r  \1 'u1d be
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possible lor 'c iv i l izcd'  Europe in dre rnent ier l r  ccnrury to
sink to a depdr of barbari tv at shich the mcrc'  rords
'solidarity of nran' lrruld sound as a pcr\c,.sc m<,clerv to

Je*ish ears. Alone among then I{eine had the poet 's inrui-
t ive premonit i . , r  of this \ |en he narned Euftpc t<r bcnare
ofthe coning onshuglr t  of  the old Germanic gocls cnrerginq
'aus den tcutschcn Z/rla1&', and ivhcn hc compl.rined that
the dest iny of the nr{,dcnr JeN is traqic bcvrnd expression
and conprehensbn so tragic drat 'they huglr :rr vou s hen
vou spcak ol  i t .  and rhis is the -qreatest rr . rqedv oial l . '

Ve do nc,t lbd rh;s prenrcnition in Spinoz.r or llarx.
Freud in his <nd.rr :e rceled mental ly under the bl ix l  oi
Nazism. To Tn)tskv i i  canre as a shock t | ; r t  Str l in r-rsed
against hinl  the arr i  scmit ic nrnuendo. As r  y(,ung rnan
Trotsky had, in nrosr catcqorical ternrs, rcpucliatrd the de-
mand for Jes ish 'culrural auronorny', r hich thc /?zar1, the

Jen' ish Social isr Panv, raiscd in r9ol.  Hc did;r  in the n.rne
of the sol idar i tv , , fJe\ and non-Jcl f  i  rhc n,cir l isr  c.r  ip.
Nearly a quaner ol  r  ccntufv l i tcr ,  \ i i lc he \rs cn{.rqed in
an unequal strugulc rvi th Str l in and trnt t .  thc partv cel ls
in N{oscos ro erp,,und his r icr ls,  he l ras nrct $i th \ ic io,rs
al lusions rr i  his Je*ishncss and ocn t i th phin ant i-
semit ic insults.  The:r l lusions and insults carrc l r i , rn nrcmbers
of the party r 'h ich |c |ad, togcthcr l  i th Lcr in,  lcd in thc
revolut ion and ci \  i l  \ r r .  Al icr anothcr qu:rrrer <,1 :r  ccnturv,
u n d  J r t r r . \ L * 1 , \ , ' r  J n . l  \ l J i d J a " l  J a d  B , l " r . ,  n c r  . r r . : r i n .
this t ime much m,,rc, ,ponlv and men:rcinglv,  Str l in rcsorted
to ant i-scmir ic innucndo and nrsuh.

I t  is an indubirrblc lect rhar r l re N.rzi  m.rssrcrc of s ix
million [uropc.rn Jovs has not rnade any dccp imprcss;on
on the narions ol  l iLrropc. I t  has nor rruly slu,clcd their
conscience. ft |:rs lcli thcm almost cold. Was thcn the
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opt imisr ic bel ief  in humrniry roiced bv thc grcat Jesislr
rerolut ionaries just i l ied? C.rrr  sc st i l l  sh.rre their  la i th in the
future of c ir  i l izr t i , ,n )

I  admit  thal  i ione N( 'r f  ro rrv ancl ansler r |ese quesrions
from an erclusirelv Jesisl  srandpoint,  i t  sould be hrrd,

perhaps impossible, to sirc a prr i r ivc ansrer.  As tor mv
self, I crnnor rppro;rc| tlrc issuc li.m :rn cxclusivelv Je* ish
srandpoint;  and mv ansl er is:  \ 'es, thcir  l i i th n as just i t ied.

I t  ras jusr i l ied l r : rrv . . r tc l  i , r  s, ,  I i r  rs thc bcl ief  in the
ul imate sol idar i ty ol  m.urkind is i rscl l  { rrc ol  drc condit ions
nccessary for rhc prcscrrat ion ol  hunrrrr i tv and ior rhc
clcansnrg of our civ i l iz.uio,r  ( , l  l l re dLcgs ol  b:rrbar i tv dnt
arc st i l l  presenr in i r  rn. l  st i l l  poisrr  i t .

\ \ 'h l  then lrrs rLc Ixtc, , l  r l r f  I -urrpc,rn Jcss lc l i  Lhc
nat ions oi  Eun,pc. r , r  rhc gcrrr i lc \ ( , r ld r t  larec, alrrost
cold? Unionun:uclr ' .  \1.rrr  t r '  l r r  nr.rc r isht about rhc
pl:ce of r le Jes. in l -unpeln s.cietr  thrrr  sc could hatc
rer l ized son. r i r rrc :rq, , .  lhe nrr i , , r  prn oi  ihc Je\\  iJ,
t ragedr h.r .  consisrrd in Ihi . .  rhir  r !  r l ) f  rcsuh ot a l , )ng
hisr,rr ic deicL,prncnr.  r l r r  nr.r"cs , , l  l -ur, ,pe have beconrc
accusri ,mcd ro ic lcnr i tv r Ic Jsr pr inr.rr i lv l i th trade and
jobb;ne, rn, ,ner ' lcndin,r  . rnd rr , ,ncv-rnal inc. Oi these rhe

Jor Ind bccome rhe sv,r l ) l \nr . rnd svnrb,, l  t , r  tht '  popular
mind. Look up thc Oxt i , r<1 l i rs l lsh l ) lct i , ,narv and see h(, \ \
i r  gives rhc rcceptccl  nrcar inq,, l  r l re renl 'Jor ' :  l i rst lv,  iL
is a 'person ol  Lhc I lcbrcl  r .u:c;  sccondlv this is Lhc
colLxlui .r l  usc'  J l  e\r , ,ni ' )nre Lrsurcr.  dr i rcr ol  hard
barga;ns. '  Rich r '  u . lc$ . . 'vs rhe pr. icrb. Col l ,quial l r
r h c  l o r d  i s . r l ' , i  u ' c d  t  r  r r u , s i r i i c  i e r b :  t o  j c s ,  t h e
Orl i rrd Dict i , ,nan tcl l '  us. n,ern. r , r  'c l rerr .  oierreecl.
' f h i s  

i s  t l r e r u l g . r r  i n , : r r c  o r ' r l , t l c r  r n d  r l , c  r u l c r r p r e j u d i c t
rgrnr; t  Linr.  i icd in nr:rnv l , rnsu.rqc. n, , t  , ,nh in Enql i ' | .

Tht nn-JcisI Jcv
rnd in many norks of art, not orrlv in Tie
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Hos ever, this is not onlv rhc rulg.r inrrge. Rcmcmber
what las rhe occasion on which Nl.rc.ruhv ple.rded, and drc
nanncr in shich |e ploded, l i , r  p, , l i t ical  equrl i tv of  Jes
rnd gent i le and for the Jen's r i l r l r t  t , '  s i t  in thc House ot
Conmons. The occasion n as r l rc adnrissi , ,n t , ,  the House ot
a Rorhschi ld,  dre l i rsr l*r ' r ,  s i t  in t l rc ILrusc, thc Jen
elccted as \ lember l i , r  rhc ( l i rv ol  Londrrr .  And Nhcaulal 's
argurncnr nas rhis:  i i  rve.r l lo* r l rc Jc\ n,  nl . rnagc our
f inancial  al i i i rs for us, lhv slroukl  lc not al l , , l .  l , im to si t
among us here, in Parl ianrenr,  . rnd l rLrrc a say in dre manage
nrort  ol  al l  our publ ic aiairs i  Tlr i . ;  \ r is t l )c voicc of t l re
brrrgcois Christ ian n|, ,  r , , , ,k r  l icsh 1,, ,k:r t  Shvl i ,ck and
hri lcd l , im as brother.

L r r c c . ,  ' .  r  .  .  r  
" . .  

1  ,  r ' , ' l ' l ' . 1  r l '  l ,  s .  r "  ' - , \ : \ .
. rs a sc,parare conmunir\ ,  r l r .  l icr  r l r . , r  r l r*  h:rd rgrcscntcd
t\c Inxrker ecrnrrnl  anr i t l ' r  pc,r1, l t  l i r in11 in r  nrturr l
t 'con<,mr th;rr  r l r t  l icr  rnd i r '  p, 'puhr rncrr, ' r ics hrrc:r lso
bcen re'prn';ble..rr lc:r'r in prn. ri,r tlte .lrlo.1.,y'trr.rr or
t l rc indiRerence si t l t  r l t ic l t  t l rc p,,pul .rcc , , i  I -urop'  hrs
r i tncssecl r l re Ir<, l , ,c.ru.r  ol  r l t  le* ' .  I t  l r .s l rcn the nr i ' -
t i , r tune oi  tLe Je* '  t l t r t .  (  l r . , ,  r l r .  nr i , , , ,s ( i l  [urupe tumc'd
agrinsr crpinl ism, r l rcv did v,  . , , Iv vcrv supL r l ic i r l lv.  at  anr
ratc in r l rc l i rst  l ral i r i th is ccnrurv. ' l ' l rcv arraclcd nor t |ccorc
ot caplral ism, nor i ts product ir  c r . l r r i , , rs lr ip.  n,rr  i rs,rrglr iz.r
t ion oi  prupen.,  and labour,  bLrr i r '  esrcnlr ls and irs Iareel l
arcl ,aic tnppines rr | ich l  , , l ror r  cre i rr<lccd . lc* is l r .  Thi;  is
t l 'e cru\ ol  rhr Jc\ iJr  rr . rqcdr.  l ) ierr  inqc.qr ir . r l isnr hr.r , , r  cr-
st :rrcd i rs d. l  and lrr '  r rrr l l r  dr.rs!r .d d,,rLn mu,l ind: rnd
\ c,  r l ic Jr\  J.  hr\  e puir l  l l , r  i r  rnd rr l . rv \L,r  h.r  c 1,r  per i ' , r  i r .
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All  this has dr ircn the Jens to see t |c ir  oNn Srate as rhe

way out. Nfust of thc qrear revolutionaries, ntose hcritaee
I am discussing, have seen the uhimare solution ro tl)e
problems of thcir and <rur rimes nor in narion-srates but in
internat ional socioy. As Jens they.nere thc nl tural  pioneers
of this idea, frr rvlu, rvas as *.ell quali6ed to preach thc
international sociery of equals as serc the Jcrrs tice from
a1l Jen ish and non-Jcs ish orthodoxv rnd nrt ional ismi

Hon crer,  thc decav of bourgeo;s Eurr ipe hrs conpel led
dre Jen to embncc tLe naiion state- This is rhc p.l.adoxical
consummarion of thc Jcl ish traqedv. I i  i '  paradoxical ,
because $e l i \ . ' in an aec s{en dre nir t ion,srate is f :sr
b€comine an arraclrronism, and an archaisrn-nor only rhc
nat ion-sr l te ol  Isracl  but the n)r ion-srarcs of l lussia, rhc
United Stares, Grcar t l r i t : i r r ,  France, Genmnv, and,,rhcrs.
They te al lanrclrror isnrs. Do vou nor scc rhis vcr i  Is i r  not
c l e r r  r l r r r  r  . r  r i r r r r  u l r r n , ' , , " , .  

" ' , . ' , '  
J . , i h  r . d u c r .  r t r ,

c l ' . b <  i r r  . r z . .  * I , c r  r r J n  t r " .  , r , . r e a  
" u '  

,  
" r  

t ' ; .  i l r .  r  p t L n c r " . '
journev, \ \hcn r sputnik l i ies o\er $c rcrr i r()r \  , ) l  a q.ear
nal ion slate in !  minurc or in seconds, thrr  ar suctr  I  t rnre
tecl tnologv rcndcrs rhc nl t ion srare as r idicu|,us rnd our
l ived as l i t r lc nrcdicval pr incedo.ns ncrc in rhe aqc , , i  t l re

E r e r ,  r l r , , "  v  , u n u  . r - r i . , r  r r r r e  r  r - r  l r . r r ,  t  , r n , .  i r r r .
being as thc result  ol  a nccessarv:nd prrqressi , ,c struqqle
n aged bv crnonial  . rnd seni colonial  peopler l i r r  cntncipa-
r ion Ind;.r ,  Bunnr.  CLana, Alqerir ,  rnd ()r l rcrs cannor
prescne rheir  proqrcssire charactcr 1i , r  l , inq. ' f l rer t i r rn a
nccrssl .v sr:rsr in rhc historv ol  vrnre proplcs; but i r  is a
srrqe rhar I l ) ()se pcoplcs trxr * i l l  haie to orcrconre in order
to l ind nidcr t i rnrcrr1,rks l i , r  rheir  existcrrce. In our epoclr
anv new nnt i{)n starc, srxrn ai ier i ts consrirur i , , , r ,  begins ro

rh Mn-J.-;'h J4'

be allected bv the gencral decline of this fornr of political

organization; and rhis is already shon ing itself in the short

experience of India, Ghana, and lsrael.

The *orld has compellcd the Jes to embrace thc nation-

srre rrd ro m.k. of  i r  l r i .  1 ' r ide "nd l tope iu 'r  t t  I  r rrnc

when there is linle or Ilr hopc left in it. You cannot blamc

the Jes,s for this; you nrust blarne drc n'orld. But Jess
should at lcasr be.r*rre ofrhe p.rradox and realize tl)at their

intense enthusiasm frx 'nrr ional so\ereiqnry'  is histor ical lv

belatcd. Thev did n<,t bcnetit from the advantaecs (,f drc

narion-state in t |ose cert tur ics $|en i t  $as a nredrum ()t

mankind's advance and a grcat rerolL.rtionary and unitving

factor in hisr,.rLy. Tlrey lravc trkcn Possession ol it onll' ulier

i t  had become ;r  t i rct ,rr  , r f  disunity and social  dir intcgrat i ( ln.

I  I ropc, therefrrru ' ,  t | : r t ,  rogethcr virh other nrt i rns, the

Jcvs si l l  uhin,rrclv bcc,,me rrarc or rcgain drc . l l r rc '

ness of the in:rdcqurcv ( , i  t l re nat ion srate and t l r i r t  t l rcv

t i l l  l ind rheir  r . rv b:rck t , ,  the moral and pol i r ic.r l  hc'r i t ; rgc

t l rat  dre qenius ot rhc Jtn s r  l l r  have eone bev,rnd Jcs rv

has lel i  us r l re mcs' :rgc , , i  unirertal  huntrn emrnciPltrn.


