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Graduated on 5
th
 March 1997 with First Class Honours (9.72 out of 10) as the best student of the 

generation, with her developmental psychology graduation paper entitled Empirical Testing of 

The Horizontal Decalage defended before Prof. Ivan Ivić marked 10 out of 10.  

 

Between 1993 and 1995 Ivana received a scholarship from the Ministry of Education, and 

between 1995 and 1997 from the Foundation for the Development of Scientific and Artistic 

Youth. 

 

Her average mark in her postgraduate exams was 10.00 out of 10 and her MSc thesis entitled 

Formal Operations and the Influence of Family Context on Their Development was defended in 

June 2003 before her thesis supervisor, Prof. Ivić, and other committee members. 

 

In September 2010 Ivana defended her PhD thesis entitled The Role of Asymmetrical Peer 

Interaction in Development of Formal-operational Thinking, completed under the supervision of 

Professor Aleksandar Baucal. 

 

Employment:  

 

1997- 2021 -  Researcher at Institute of Psychology, educational unit of Faculty of Philosophy, 

University of Belgrade. 

 

2015-2021 Had of Institute of Institute of Psychology, educational unit of Faculty of Philosophy, 

University of Belgrade. 

 

2019 - Associate professor at Department of Psychology, Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Belgrade. 

 

2021- President of the Financial Committee of the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade 

 

Research interests: 

Ivana's area of research (in the fields of developmental psychology, educational psychology 

and social psychology) includes development of thinking in adolescence and the influence of 

societal factors (peer interaction and parents) on that development, collaboratvive problem 

solving among adolescents, topics concerning the life of youth and their socialisation (spare time, 

music engagement, values, role models), education (peer interaction, drop out, STEAM, 

competence development) social welfare of children and the young, as well as combining 

developmental and organisational psychology in the field of organisational changes.  

 

Relevant qualifications: 

Throughout more than 25 years of committed work in psychological research, Ivana has taken 

part in realising numerous research projects and led many of them. She is experienced in 

organizing, developing and conducting independent research using both quantitative and 

qualitative methods.  

She participated in developing policy recommendations for education sector (reducing drop 

 



out on all educational levels, preschool education, developing competencies), social welfare (of 

children and youth) and youth sector (the strategy of youth development) in Serbia.  

She has been suprvisor and commitee member of PhD and master thesis in Serbia and abroad. 

Ivana has published two monographs in Serbian on her own dedicated to the influence of 

societal factors on adolescents cognitive development and one as a co-author about fostering of 

critical thinking in secondary school students. She is an author of more than 10 chapters in 

monographs in English and Serbian related to cognitive development, education and youth. She is 

the author of  more than 30 papers in English and Serbian, and has had numerous presentments in 

international and in domestic scientific conferences.  

She is a peer reviewer for the many international journals (e.g. PLoS ONE, Frontiers in 

Psychology, Frontiers in Education, European Journal of Psychology of Education, Psihologija) 

and scientific conferences organised by various professional associations (ISCAR, EARLI, 

ESCOM). 

For more than 15 years she is a member of program and organising committee of the most 

esteemed scientific event in the field of psychology in Balkans, Empirical Research in 

Psychology, coordinated by the Institute of Psychology and the Laboratory for Experimental 

Psychology, the Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade. Member of program and organising committee 

of the international conference Psychology and Music –Interdisciplinary Encounters organised by 

ESCOM in 2019 and 2022. Member of the local organising committee of the conference of Jean 

Piaget Society that is going to be held in Belgrade in 2025. 

 

Language skills: 

Serbian (native speaker), English (speaking, reading and writing). Russian (speaking, reading 

and writing). 

 

Membership in professional associations: 

ISCAR – The international society of cultural-historical activity research 

EADP – European association for Developmental Psychology 

EARLI – The European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction 

JPS – Jean Piaget Society 

DPS – Serbian Association of Psychologists  
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