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Introduction

Approaching three decades of teaching at the Department of History, [ have extensive experience in
making lectures and education a highly dynamic process, aligned with lifelong learning objectives.
Students’ evaluations have consistently confirmed the quality of my teaching, with average scores
around 4.5 (out of 5.0) for both for Introduction to Historical Studies (2006-10) and Historical
geography (2006-present), which are core courses for first-year students, as well as for elective
courses Territorial development and Settlements in the medieval Bosnia. As Collingwood observed -
All history is the history of thought, meaning that all of the past is the present-day historians re-
thinking the past, and since all history takes place in a geographical setting — all history is historical
geography.

After completing my magisterium and PhD in the regional historical geography of medieval and
early modern Bosnia, I broadened my research interests to the preindustrial environmental history
of the Western Balkans and Southeast Europe. That was the main subject of my third book and
several peer reviewed articles and chapters in edited volumes on climate history, the role of alcohol
and plants in food history, landscapes, and ecocritical theory.

Recently, | started new courses for senior years of BA program: Introduction to environmental history
1, and for MA students, Introduction to environmental history 2. My current work is dedicated to the
historical and cultural analysis of cartography and cultural anthropology, offering fresh perspective
on the very construction of historical knowledge as socially situated and gendered. Through this
work, [ have developed deep self-reflection as a female historian, historical geographer, and an
environmental historian within local and global scholarly community, as well as in relation to
humanity in general.

Education

2007 PhD in History, Department of History, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade
2001 Magisterium in History, Department of History, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade
1997 BA in History, Department of History, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade
Professional Appointments

2014 Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade
2007 Assistant Professor
2002 Assistant

1997 Teaching Assistant
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Rewards and grants
2001 - reward for magisterium work by the Institute of the Balkan studies SASA
2008 - reward for the best book in historiography by the City Council of Belgrade

2003 and 2006 - research grant of the Austrian Academy of Science, Vienna (Institute for the
Byzantine studies)

Membership and international cooperation
2006-24 - member of the editorial board of National geographic - Srbija magazine
2009 First World Congress of Environmental history, Copenhagen and Malmo

2010 Regional representative of Serbia in ESEH (European Society for Environmental History),
regional congress in Zagreb, on-line sessions in 2021, joint region of Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, and
Montenegro established in 2025

SKkills: Historical data finding and analysis with an ever-broadening array of theoretical approaches
with emphasis on socio-cultural and environmental context (locational analysis; center - periphery;
border studies; paleoclimate studies; literary criticism, narratology; autoethnography);
transdisciplinary collaboration, verbal and written communication; mentoring on all levels of studies.

Language English (all levels), German (reading, research), France (basic level), Old Church Slavonic
and Latin.

Projects: National scientific projects financed by the Ministry of Education and Science, by the Serbian
Academy of Sciences and Arts (“Serbian Encyclopedia”), Matica Srpska Novi Sad (“Serbian
Bibliographic dictionary”); Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade - “Man and Society in Times
of Crises” (2021-22).

Publications

Books

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2013. Zemlja i ljudi. 1z istorije Zivotne sredine zapadnog Balkana = Land and People. From
the Environmental History of the Western Balkans. 158 pp. ISBN 978-86-82937-13-5.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2008. Severna Bosna (13-16. vek) = Northern Bosnia (13th-16th century). Beograd:
[storijski institut, 469 pp. ISBN 978-86-7743-071-9.2002

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2002. Donji Kraji : krajina srednjovekovne Bosne. Beograd: Filozofski fakultet; Banjaluka:
Filozofski fakultet, 398 pp. ISBN 86-80269-59-X

Peer reviewed book chapters and articles (selected)

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2025. ,Li¢na povest u crnoj boji: portret istoricarke u mladostiu Beogradu (1979-1991)“
= “A Personal History in Black - A Portrait of a Historian in her Youth in Belgrade (1979-1991).”
Etnoantropoloski Problemi Issues in Ethnology and Anthropology 20-2 (2025), pp. 355-380, illustr.
https://doi.org/10.21301/eap.v20i2.2

Environmental Histories of the Dinaric Karst. 2024. Borna Fuerst-Bijelis, Jelena Mrgi¢, Matija Kos, Hrvoje
Petri¢, and Ziga Zwitter - Editors and co-writers: Chapter 1 - “Some insights into the
environmental history of the Dinaric Karst‘, pp. 1-25, DOI: 10.1007/978-3-031-56089-7 1;
Chapter 16 - “The Dinaric Karst in environmental history perspective: conclusions,
contextualisations, and outlook.“ pp. 439-436. DOI:10.1007/978-3-031-56089-7 16. Springer
Verlag - Environmental Histories vol. 17. [ISBN: 978-3-031-56088-0

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2024. ,Krize i osecajnost: ,becke godine“ (1683-1699) i godine Kovida (2019-2022) =
Crises and emotions - “The Vienna years” (1683-1699) and Covid years (2019-2022)".
Postepidemioloski stres: istorijske i medicinske dileme. Daj¢, Haris, Vasiljevi¢, Maja (eds.), Nau¢no
drustvo za istoriju zdravstvene kulture (NDIZK) i Univerzitet u Beogradu - Filozofski fakultet, pp.
31-41. https://reff.fbg.ac.rs/handle/123456789/6614
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Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2023. ,Slike i reci 2 - Jedna italijanska karikatura s kraja Velikog beckog rata (1683-1699)
kao ,ikono-tekst” = “Pictures and Words 2 - An Italian Caricature at the End of the Great Vienna
War (1683-1699) As ‘Icono-Text”. Etnoantropoloski Problemi Issues in Ethnology and
Anthropology 18 (1), pp. 201-232. https://doi.org/10.21301 /eap.v18il1.9.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2021. “Aqua Vitae - Notes on Geographies of Alcohol Production and Consumption in the
Ottoman Balkans”. Etnoantropoloski Problemi Issues in Ethnology and Anthropology 12 (4), pp-
1309-1328. https://doi.org/10.21301/eap.v12i4.14.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2021. “From memory to landscape and environmental history : the village of BeZanija and
my socialistic childhood”. Ekonomska i ekohistorija vol. 17, pp. 122-137, ilustn
https://reff.fbg.ac.rs/handle/123456789/5656
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Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2020. ,Slike i reci : alegorijska i sugestivna kartografija.”= “Pictures and Words: Allegorical
and Persuasive Cartography”. Etnoantropoloski Problemi Issues in Ethnology and Anthropology 15
(2), pp. 373-99, illustr. https://doi.org/10.21301 /eap.v15i2.1.

Mrgi¢, Jelena — DraZeta, Bogdan. 2020. “Seeing, sensing, and de/scribing : narratives on weather and
climate in preindustrial Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina”. Ekonomska i ekohistorija vol. 16, pp. 184-
200, illustr. https://reff.f.bg.ac.rs/handle/123456789 /5411

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2020. “Razmisljanja o pirin¢u u mediteranskim drustvima” = “Some Thoughts on Rice in
the Mediterranean Societies.” Kasnovizantijski i postvizantijski Mediteran: Zivotni uslovi i
svakodnevica. Samardzi¢, Nikola - Stankovié, Vlada (eds.), Beograd: Naucno drustvo za istoriju
zdravstvene culture, pp. 46-56, ilustr. https://reff.fbg.ac.rs/handle/123456789 /5804

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2019. “Izmedu"nobles sauvages"” i "sauvage blanc" - ekokriticka promisljanja i mapiranje
filmova i knjiga o Brazilu = Between ,nobles sauvages“ and ,sauvage blanc “- Ecocritical
Reflections and Mapping of Movies and Books on Brazil.” Godisnjak za drustvenu istoriju 26(1),
pp. 29-64, illustr. https://udi.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/02.-Mrgic 2019 1.pdf

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2018. “Landscapes and Settlements of Southeast Europe - Premodern Bosnia and Serbia.”
Landscape in Southeastern Europe. MiroSevi¢, Lena, Zaro, Gregory, Kati¢, Mario, Danijela Birt
(editors). LIT Verlag - Berlin, Studies on South East Europe, Bd. 21, pp. 69-87.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2018. “Intemperate weather in violent times - narratives from the Western Balkans during
the Little Ice Age : (17-18th centuries)”. Cuadernos de investigacién geogrdfica vol. 44(1), pp. 137-
169. https://reff.f.bg.acrs/handle/123456789/2651

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2017. “Something old, something new: historical geography and environmental history
discourse in Serbia.” Environmentalism in Central and Southeastern Europe : historical perspectives.
Petri¢, Hrvoje, Zebec Silj, Ivana (eds.). Lanham [etc.]: Lexington Book. pp. 77-90.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2016. “The center of the periphery: the land of Bosnia in the heart of Bosnia.” The Balkans
and Byzantine world before and after the captures of Constantinople : 1204 and 1453. Stankovi¢,
Vlada (editor). Lanham: Lexington Books. pp. 165-181.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2016. “Skyscapes and Sky Events - Geography of Uncertainties in the Balkans (17th-18th
Centuries)”. Godisnjak za drustvenu istoriju  23(2), pp. 7-29, illustr. https://udi.rs/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/01.-j mrgic 2016.pdf

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2015. A Polyphony of Stories from 17th and 18th-century Southeastern Europe. Godisnjak
za drustvenu istoriju 22(2), pp. 7-24, illustr. https://udi.rs/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/01.-
j mrgic 2015 2.pdf
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Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2014. “Rocks, waters and bushes: what did the Ragusan Commune acquire from the
Bosnian king in 13997 : an environmental history approach.” Man, nature and environment
between the northern Adriatic and the eastern Alps in premodern times. Stih, Peter (editor),
Ljubljana: Znanstvena zaloZba Filozofske fakultete, pp. 52-73, maps.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2012. “Dunav - skica za kartografski portret jedne reke = Danube - A Sketch for a
Cartographic Portrait of a River”. Dunavom od Bezdana do Beograda. Djordje Kosti¢ (editor),
Balkanoloski institut SANU - Beograd, pp. 217-260.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2011. “Tracking the mapmaker : the role of Marsigli's itineraries and surveys at Karlowitz
and Passarowitz.” The peace of Passarowitz, 1718. Ingrao, Charles, SamardZi¢, Nikola, Pesalj, Jovan
(editors). West Lafayette, Indiana: Purdue University Press, pp. 221-237, 2 maps.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2011. “Wine or Raki: The Interplay of Climate and Society in Early Modern Ottoman
Bosnia”. Environment and History vol. 17(4), pp. 613-637. (x )

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2010. “Survey of historiography of the medieval towns, fortresses and market places in
the Serbian lands.“ Leksikon gradova i trgova srednjovekovnih srpskih zemalja : prema pisanim
izvorima. S. MiSic¢ (ed.). Beograd: Zavod za udZbenike, pp. 325-331.

Mrgi¢, Jelena. 2010. “Some Considerations on Woodland Resource in the Medieval Serbia and Bosnia”.
Beogradski istorijski glasnik vol. 1, pp. 87-101. e
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