The happy immigrants in Iceland
Between 2000 and 2017, the number of immigrants in Iceland increased from 8500 to 36 000. In 2015/16, a study conducted on the immigrant population in the North of Iceland showed that 82% of immigrants were very satisfied or satisfied with their life. 
However when it comes to studying the immigrant population the focus is nearly exclusively on dissatisfaction and problems like discrimination, prejudice and difficulties the immigrants are facing. This presentation intends to take a different approach and want to determine the factors and the reasons that make such a high proportion of the foreign population happy.
The debates which have dominated immigration issues have been far from addressing questions regarding well-being and happiness. Focusing on the wellbeing of the immigrants might help to shift the perception of immigrants in the public opinion from being connected to problems to a positive connotation of possibilities and enrichment.
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